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MEMORANIUM

1. The lopgestending Chamizal Dispute between the govermments
of the United Etate:z nnd Me dco, resolved in August 1363 by diplow
natic sgreemant, revolved around a tract of lend that was called El
Chomizal and thet con:slsted of several hundred acres :ituated between
21 Papo, Te:as and Cludad Jusroz, Mesico., The tract wes created by
the shifting courses of Yne Ric Grande which lefd it on the United
Statez aide of the boundmry where part of it was uwltimately included
within the city imits of X1 freo {see Maps 1 and £), Finnl treaty
negotistions were complicated by the presence of buildingx snd several
hundred intabitsats in the trect, end at the time of settlement it
wes eatimated that at lesst 2 years legal work would be yequired to
elarify property tranufers. The treaty cmlled for s relocaticn of
the river chanmnel, tramasferring 821,50 seres of land to the south
side of the Rip Grande and lesving 19..16 screz uf the adjscent grea
xmows a8 Cordotve Islend on the United Btates side, Costz of cone
struetion of the new river channel were to be borne equally by the
two governments, and compensation for struetures to be destroyed
would be burme by the govermment in viwse Jurladiction they were
prior %o relockticn af the channel,

2. The Chemizal area iz one of several such chi fting tracts ¢!
land of varying sizes along the intermationsl lemgth of the Blo Grende;
the largest, still to be negotieted, are the Ojineps iracte comprising
some 2,000 peres north of the Rio Grande near Presidio, Teuas (about
twoethizds of the wey between El Ppoo and the Big hnés. Tne United
States-Me:ico boundary as such wes estsblished, following the sune.stica
of Texan (1855), by the tresty of Quadalupe Midalge in February, 185
and modified © years later by the Gad:zden Purchaze. The boundary delipe
sation Tollowet the middle of the Rio Grande from the Gulf of He deo te
the southere boudRry of Hew Ma:xiee, themcs slotig Lue southern boundary
of New MNe.doo tnd upy the western boundary of that stete to the neerect
point to » brshich of the Gils River, thence down the niddle of that
branch and of toe Gila River to the Colorsdo River, corous the Colorade
River, and therice in n atraight line to the Pecific Ccean. 3By this
treaty, Kexiso ceded to the United States those areas known az Upper
California, Fueve MHerico, and the morthern porticss of Temoulipes,
Coahuila, and Fomors. The Gadsden Purchase in 1803 ndded the Feszille
araa south of the Glla Rlver and delinsated the presenteday dorder: of
southwestere Mew Mesico and southern Arizona (eee Man ).
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RELATIVE POSITIONS OF RIO GRANDE
VICINITY OF EL PASO,TEXAS 8 CIUDAD JUAREZ CHIH,
1827 ~1936 '
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Map 2 FLUGCTUATIONS OF THE RIO GRANDE
NEAR EL PASO AND CIUDAD JUAREZ, 1827-1936

(Map made by the United States section, International Boundary Com-
mission, United States and Mexico.)
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L30 m(l)’fcxas {Mexican state), 1816 =
(2) Area disputed by President Jackson; claimed by

m both the United States and Mexico, 1829-1840

+3) Territory in addition to (1) and (2) claimed

by the Republic ofiTexas, 1836-1845

When Texas was annexed to the United States,

it was left to the United States to fix its boundary -

United States-Mexican boundary proposals of the United States, 4

in instructions to Shdell, November 10, 1845 {shown on inset)

© ® 8  Firstline to the 42nd paralle!, with three alternatives fo the Pacific,
«es—~e—  Second line to the 42nd parallel
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- The Mexican cession. of 1848 - 25
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Map 3+ Texas and Mexico, 1823-1848. .
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GEOGRAPHIC RESEARCH ACTIVITY NOTICE
T0: EREIRAXEXCR RARKEC RES EARES DIRECTCOR OF BASIC INTELLIGENCE

THROUGH: | CHIEF, GEOGRAPHY DIVISION, X¥R  OBI

20 September 1965

FROM: . CHIEF, WESTERN HEMISPHERE BRANCH

SUBJECT: GEOGRAPHIC RESEARCH ACTIVITY NOTICE

1. SUBJECT

The Chamizal Dispute between the United Btates and Mexiee

2. PROBLEM

The ICI's Office requested, for his clarification, & brief diseussien of the 1963
settlemont of the Chamizal Dispute, with a background statement on the U.S.-
Mexlco beundary delinsastion.

3. NAME OF REQUESTER 4. NAME OF D/GG ANALYST

ofmer 271 .

5. COORDINATION WITH OTHER OFF ICES

6. DUE DATE 7. PROJECT NUMBER

8. REMARKS:

~—121-37)
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